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Artificial Intelligence Research & Innovation: 
2026 Research Capacity Building Grant Guidelines 

 

Purpose 
 

The Artificial Intelligence Research & Innovation – Research Capacity Building Grants aim to 
catalyze collaborations across disciplines to explore the transformative potential of AI in research. These 
grants support projects that integrate perspectives from the humanities, social sciences, and fine arts 
with natural sciences and health sciences, and that have a strong emphasis on ethical stewardship of AI 
development and application in research.  
The purpose of this grant is to: 

• Foster novel interdisciplinary and/or transdisciplinary partnerships to build capacity for 
responsible and ethical AI research across disciplines at USask 

• Support exploratory research and/or activities to initiate and sustain groups that could pursue 
large-scale interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary external funding opportunities. 

 
Description 
 

Grants can be up to $15,000 and will be awarded to interdisciplinary/ transdisciplinary teams initiating 
new collaborations or sustaining existing teams. Proposals must demonstrate: 

• Integration of at least two distinct disciplinary perspectives. 
• Inclusion of fine arts, humanities, or social sciences. 
• A clear pathway to large-scale interdisciplinary and/or transdisciplinary external funding 

opportunities (e.g. NFRF, CFREF, CIFAR, etc). This may include identifying other funding 
sources on that pathway. 

• Strong external partnerships (e.g., community organizations, industry, government). 
 

These grants are intended to support activities such as: 
• Partnership development. 
• Preliminary research and literature reviews. 
• Pilot studies or proof-of-concept work. 
• Planning and proposal development. 

 
Eligibility 
 

Teams must be led by two USask-affiliated co-leads. Co-leads can be faculty members, adjunct 
professors, research scientists, or professor emeriti who are eligible to apply for, hold, and administer 
research funding as per USask policy. At least one team member must be from the fine arts, humanities 
or social sciences.  → Continued. 
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External collaborators are required (e.g., community partners, industry, government), and at least one 
must be listed on the application as a collaborator.  
 

Eligible Expenses 
 

Funding requests must be reasonable and fully justified. Eligible expenses include:  
• Undergraduate or graduate student wages or stipend.   
• Salary contributions to Postdoctoral fellow, research associate or technical assistant.  
• Honoraria for community partners or knowledge holders. 
• Travel as necessary for the collaboration.  
• Stakeholder and partnership engagement activities.  
• Workshop or event costs for interdisciplinary collaboration. 
• Materials and supplies necessary for the project.  
• Costs associated with grant writing and development.  

 
Terms of Support 
 

Recipients will have 12 months from their desired award start date to use the funds. Residual funds will 
be returned. Recipients will be required to submit a report detailing the results of the initiative (maximum 
1,000 words) and outlining next steps. This report should be designed with a general audience in mind, 
as it may be used for internal and external communications and promotional purposes. 
Recipients will be required to credit the Dr. Gerhard Herzberg Research Enhancement Fund and the 
University of Saskatchewan on all promotional strategies and communications, and in any resulting 
publications. 
 
Criteria 

 

• The potential research is original and in alignment with the goals of interdisciplinary and/or 
transdisciplinary, inclusive, and ethical AI research. 

• The budget is realistic and adheres to eligibility guidelines. 
• The activities of the project are feasible and are likely to be completed within a 12-month period. 
• The appropriateness of the applicants’ expertise in the proposed area of research.  
• Novelty and interdisciplinarity/ transdisciplinarity of the collaboration. 
• Feasibility of the plan for research capacity building at USask, and clear pathway and potential to 

successfully pursue large-scale funding. 
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Artificial Intelligence Research & Innovation: 

2026 Research Capacity Building Grant - Application Form 
 

Please review the Research Capacity Building Grant Guidelines. 

 

The full application includes: 

1. The signed application form. 

2. A research proposal (3 pages maximum). See Attachment Details on page 3. 

3. A budget and justification (1 page maximum). See Attachment Details on page 3. 

4. Biosketches for each Co-Principal Investigator (2 pages maximum per Co-PI). See Attachment 

Details on page 3. 

 

Co-Leads should submit applications to UnivRS by January 30, 2026, at 4:00pm. All submissions are 

subject to UnivRS approvals and compliance checks over the following five business days. 

 

Title of Project:  

 

 

 

Term of Project: estimated start and end date (maximum 12 months) 

 

 

Funding Request: (Up to $15, 000) 

 

 

Co - Principal Investigator 1 
 

Name:        Email: 
 
 
Department:  
 

 
Co - Principal Investigator 2 
 

Name:        Email: 
 
 
Department:  
 
 



 
 

Page 4 of 5 
 

Artificial Intelligence Research & Innovation 

vpresearch.usask.ca/rasi/engage-community/research-clusters.php 

External Collaborator: 
 

Name:                          Email: 
 
 
Department/Organization:  
 

 

Approvals required (check all that apply): 
 

☐ Human Ethics ☐ Animal Care  ☐ Biosafety  ☐ None 

 
 
Additional Collaborators: 
 

Name:                  Email: 
 
 
Department/Organization:  
 

 
Name:                  Email: 
  
 
Department/Organization:  
 

 

 

Signatures: 
 

Co-Principal Investigator 1:                                                                              Date: 

 

 

 

Co-Principal Investigator 2:                                                                              Date: 
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Attachment Details 

 

Research Proposal Details (maximum 3 pages) 
 

1. Lay Summary of Proposed Project (max 100 words)  

2. Project Description   

a. Describe the objectives of the research capacity building project, how it will enable future 

research, and why it is necessary. 

b. Outline the methodology, timeline, and milestones of the project.  

c. Describe the future plans of this interdisciplinary/transdisciplinary research team and how 

this project will support those plans. 

3. Research Partnership and Team  

a. Describe the strengths of the co-leads and their expertise in this area.  

b. Describe any additional research team members, including USask researchers, trainees 

(HQP) and at least one external collaborator (community, industry, government), as well as 

other partners, and their contributions to the project.  

c. Describe the nature of the partnership. Is it a new partnership or extension of a previous 

partnership? 

4. Outcomes   

a. Describe long-term goals for the partnership and how this grant will contribute towards future 

funding applications. 

b. Please indicate which large-scale funding program you believe this research team will be well-

placed to apply for in the future.  

 

Budget and Justification Details (maximum 1 page)  
 

1. Provide a 1-page budget and justification outlining how you will spend the funding. 

 

Biosketches of Co- Principal Investigators (maximum 2 pages per Co-PI, written in narrative) 
 

1. Name 

2. Education/training (include only current and/or completed degree programs) 

3. Employment/Affiliations (current position and other academic and professional experience) 

4. Research Funding (sources of support held in the past four years) 

5. Most Significant Contributions (that relate to the proposed research project) 
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