UNIVERSITY OF SASKATCHEWAN – Expression of Interest – USASK LED
Canada Foundation for Innovation
Innovation Fund – IF 2027

Please submit to Research Acceleration and Strategic Initiatives (rasi.support@usask.ca) by April 6, 2026.

	Project Title
	





Project Team

	Project Leader (s)

	Name:
	Department:
	Institution:

	
	
	

	
	
	



	Co-Applicants (List up to 9 - Max 10 team members, including project leader(s))

	Name:
	Department:
	Institution:

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



	Dean or ADR/VDR Endorsement (REQUIRED For Both Project Leaders)

	Name:
	College:
	Signature:

	
	
	

	
	
	




	Project Partners (e.g. Other Institutions, Industry Partners, etc.)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Project Team Justification (1 paragraph, 12 font)

	Provide a high-level rationale for the team composition. How does this team composition complement the research objectives, and how are EDI principles considered?





Project Re-Submission (1 paragraph, 12 font)
Is this proposal a resubmission of a previously unsuccessful proposal? Yes ☐ No ☐
	If yes, how has your team addressed the CFI comments to strengthen your proposal?





Project Summary (1-page, 12 font)

	Provide a high-level overview of the research and/or technology development enabled by the infrastructure, including its potentially transformative and innovative aspects.





Signature Areas and Strategic Plan (1/2-page, 12 font)

	Explain how your project fits with the USask signature areas of research and strategic research plans of your college(s).





Project Description (3 pages, 12 font)

	Provide a description of the research or technology development program(s) that the infrastructure will enable, along with the anticipated outcomes of these activities, including expected applications. Please include how this is innovative and how this research is competitive nationally and internationally. This section can be submitted as a separate document should you wish.









Requested Infrastructure - Equipment and Renovations
	Provide a brief description of the anticipated equipment and renovation/construction needs. Please include their estimated costs.



Are your equipment costs evidence-based or the best guess? Evidence ☐  Guess ☐
	[bookmark: _Hlk219721575]Equipment 
	Brief Description (include the proposed location)
	Cost

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Total Estimated Equipment Cost (A)
	



Are renovations or construction required? Yes ☐ No ☐
If yes, please complete the following chart:
Is the cost evidence-based (ROM, Class D, etc.) or a best guess? Evidence ☐  Guess ☐
	Construction/Renovations
	Brief Description (include location)
	Cost

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Total Estimated Construction/Reno Cost (B)
	



	Project Cost Summary

	Estimated Equipment Cost (A):
	

	Estimated Renovation or Build Cost (B):
	

	Total Estimated Project Cost (A+B):
	

	Total CFI Ask 40% ((A+B)*0.4):
	

	Are you seeking an envelope from another institution?
	Yes ☐ No ☐

	If yes, how much? What institution(s)?
	








	Indicate anticipated resources for matching funds. Please list the organization and the amount.

	Partner
	Amount Secured or Requested ($)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




Sustainability and Operations (1-page, 12 font)

	Please describe your strategy for the facility's operations on a multi-year horizon. Speak specifically about how your infrastructure can remain self-sufficient in the long term. For example, how will you collect and distribute user fees? What existing infrastructure can you leverage to help ensure sustainability?




Benefits to Saskatchewan (1-page (3 sections), 12 font)

	These sections are intended to assess your project's alignment with provincial priorities and may be shared with the province before submission to gauge potential funding opportunities.



Section 1: Connection to Innovation Saskatchewan’s Research Strategy (linked here):
Section 2: Benefits to Saskatchewan:
Section 3: Ministry Engagement (Please list the various provincial ministries that would potentially benefit from this project):
2

